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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 15, 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: on lines 12-13, "the 
front portion and strip section of the cover is be separated" should read "the front 
portion and strip section of the cover are separated." Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2003/0106814 to Gelardi et al. (Gelardi) in view of DE 20008218 to Petermann GmbH & 
Co. KG (Petermann). 

Regarding claims 3, 4, and 7, Gelardi discloses a package (10) for storing discs 
or articles comprising a stacked array of disc trays (12, 14, 16, 18) joined along a spine 



Application/Control Number: 10/556,531 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3728 

(22) and defining a stack top, stack bottom, and a stack height. The disc trays are 
substantially planar elements. A cover is disclosed having a front portion (20) and a 
back portion separated by a cover spine having a width equal to the stack height (fig. 5). 
The back portion is fixedly attached to the stack bottom (fig. 6) and the front portion of 
the cover is separated from engagement with the stack when the cover is moved into an 
open position (see below). 




Gelardi does not disclose the back portion of the cover including a strip section 
that is connected to the cover spine along a first hinge line and connected to the back 
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cover portion along a second hinge line. However, Petermann discloses a similarly 
binded package (fig. 1) with a front cover portion (1) and a back cover portion (8). The 
front portion and back portion are separated by a cover spine. The back portion 
includes a strip section that is connected to the cover spine along a first hinge line and 
connected to the back portion along a second hinge line (see below). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
incorporated the strip section of Petermann on the back portion of Gelardi in order to 
allow a problem-free and unhindered opening in addition to the planar elements lying 
flat when opened as taught by Petermann. 



8^ ' V 
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Regarding claim 5, according to the modification of Gelardi by Petermann as 
disclosed in claim 3 above, Gelardi discloses the cover as a jacket (22). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that the 
jacket could be formed from a single ply substrate as a matter of design choice. 

Regarding claim 6, according to the modification of Gelardi by Petermann as 
disclosed in claim 3 above, Gelardi discloses the back over portion being adhered to the 
stack bottom (paragraph [0035], lines 7-9). 

Regarding method claim 8, all recited structures of the package have been 
explained above according to the modification of Gelardi by Petermann as discussed in 
claim 3. The method of making such a package is rendered obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art since all the claimed structures are present in the Gelardi/Petermann 
package. 

Regarding method claim 9, according the rejection of method claim 8 above, 
Gelardi discloses the back cover section being mounted to the stack bottom (paragraph 
[0035], lines 7-9). Petermann also discloses elements of the package being bonded 
together with adhesive. Applying adhesive is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
as a method of mounting objects together. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed July 21 , 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that Petermann discloses a cover having three 
sections (a front portion, a back portion, and a spine portion) as to the four sections 
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disclosed by Applicant, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Petermann discloses a 
front portion, a back portion, and a freely movable spine (3 mm broad margin). Fig. 1 
discloses the spine having two sections with first and second hinge lines (see labeled 
fig. above). The spine can be flexible and still have multiple hinge lines as disclosed in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. The freely movable spine performs the identical function as the 
spine of Applicant in allowing the package to lie flat. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that Petermann does not allow the cover to 
move into an open position by pivoting about the first and second hinge axis, the 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Combining Gelardi with Petermann accounts for the 
front cover and spine being separated from engagement with stack; hence, adding the 
unadhered strip section and first and second hinge lines (see fig. above) of Petermann 
to the cover of Gelardi allows the cover and strip section to pivot about the first and 
second hinge axis and move into the opened position. Therefore, the 
Gelardi/Petermann combination reads on the claimed subject matter. 

Regarding Applicant's argument that the strip section of Petermann "would have 
a width that would cause it to extend beyond the left end of the upper cover...", it is 
noted that such features are not recited in the claims. Applicant is arguing narrower 
then the limitations included in the claims. Furthermore, Petermann still accomplishes 
the purpose of allowing the pages/trays to lay flat when open. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 5779423 to Bermingham has been included because it is 
relevant to the claimed subject matter. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MELISSA L. LALLI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5056. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM- 
5:00 PM (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Melissa L Lalli/ /Mickey Yu/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3728 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3728 
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